
 

UNHS Press 
 UNHS’ Trip to Hamilton was ‘Non-Stop”  
Written by Uguloy Bahkritdinova 

 

On May 24th, UNHS was given a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to see a matinee 

performance of the Tony Award winning Hamilton: The American Musical. The 

tickets did not come without a price, however; over the past month, Ms. Haff worked 

with her 11th grade English classes on completing a project based on the integration 

of history and creativity (just like Hamilton). After submitting 80 unique poems, 

raps, skits, and original songs, we were on our way to see the show! Our school was 

fortunate enough to be picked for the morning student performances, with Benita 

Campos, Hawa Sall, and Tyler Johnson representing UNHS with their original spo-

ken word about the Schulyer Sisters. The crowd went wild for their poem, and it was 

the talk of the day; everyone knew UNHS by the end of the day with a shout-out 

from the MC for the day, actor Donald Webber.  

We were then treated to a Q&A with the cast before we got to see them perform the 

show at 2:00 P.M. They answered student questions that were submitted prior to the 

event. Hearing the cast talk about what they would tell their teenage selves was in-

spiring for those of us who got to hear it. After lunch, when we got back to the thea-

ter, we could not wait to see the much-anticipated performance; it was well worth the 

wait! All in all, it was a crazy experience that we’re all very thankful for! Thank you 

to Ms. Collins, Ms. Haff, the Gilder Lehrman Institute, The Rockefeller Foundation, 

and the cast of Hamilton for making this day possible! 
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It was such a profound 

experience to attend  

Hamilton and perform our 

spoken word poem with 

Hawa and Benita. The 

amount of work and prac-

tice we all put into the 

performance paid off 

monumentally. The topic 

we chose was meaningful 

to us. During the Revolu-

tion, women played a pat-

riotic role and were just as 

brave as George Washing-

ton and Alexander Hamil-

ton. So educating our au-

dience about feminism 

and what women did dur-

ing the era, while portray-

ing the Schuyler sisters, 

was very impactful.  

Tyler Johnson, Hawa 

Sall, and Benita 

Campos seated with 

the student perform-

ers. 

Students gather in 

front of the Hamil-

ton sign after the 

show. 

The cast answers 

questions during the 

Q&A portion of the 

day. 

Ms. Collins with the 

students right before 

seeing the student 

performances. 

The three of us on stage at 

the Richard Roger’s theater! 



School News 

9th Grade Business Fair a Hit Once Again! 

Written by Kimberly Lallman 

Every year for the past three years, we have been greeted with a right 

of passage as freshmen to compete in the NFTE Young Entrepre-

neur’s Conference (YEC) and UNHS Business Fair led by business 

teacher Mrs. Kowalsky. Each year, students in Mrs. Kowalsky’s busi-

ness classes compete in creating the most original and effective busi-

ness plans to present at the Fair and, hopefully, the NFTE YES. Win-

ners receive gift certificates from NFTE based on originality, effec-

tiveness, efficiency, and organization. During periods 2-4 on May 

18th, students, teachers, and invited industry professionals visited 

each booth to hear about the process and plans of each business. On 

May 22nd, the winners from the UNHS Business Fair were invited to compete at the NFTE Young Entrepreneur’s 

Conference held at the Microsoft Offices in Times Square, where UNHS won for the third year in a row! Nusrat 

Hossain and Sonia Boullion with their business, ESSO Cosmetics, brought home the win. Othniel Cassie, Denzel 

Matos, Jada Rodriguez, Kayla Lebron, and Samantha Moore also competed at the NFTE YEC and did UNHS 

proud with their projects.  Congratulations to all those who participated in both the UNHS Business Fair and the 

NFTE Young Entrepreneurship Conference!   

Noemely Felipe and 

Jeyda Pacheco posing 

with Ms. Collins during 

the fair.  

Ping Ping Zhao and Ryan Yuen explain their  

business, the Pony-Pony Café, to Mr. Pagan. 

Othniel Cassie, Jr. and Denzel Matos present 

their project during the Business Fair.  

An overshot of the Business Fair in the lobby.  

Nusrat Hossain and Sonia Boullion at the NFTE   

Regional Competition with the NFTE’s Young  

Entrepreneur Award.  



 A Letter to the UNHS Press Seniors 

On behalf of the UNHS Press team, we would like to give a special congratulations to our staff’s seniors: 

Uguloy Bahkritdinova 

Kevin Chen 

Owen Chen  

Ashley Gomez 

Anthony Placido  

Roy Rivera  

Thank you for deciding to join a new team in your senior year; with the amount of pressure you were under while applying to      

colleges, college classes, keeping up with your work, and unfortunately, suffering from the ever-wonderful senioritis… You all 

still managed to make this newspaper possible. Thank you for teaching your underclassmen what it looks like to have passion 

and professionalism for something you are interested in. You never let us down, and we look forward to see what you all cre-

ate in your respective schools! 

 

Best of luck,  

Ms. Haff and the UNHS Press Team 

 School News 

Ahmed, Ashfaq (CUNY City College) 

Anderson, Acey (CUNY College of Staten Island) 

Annikey, Shandre (undecided) 

Bakhritdinova, Uguloy (CUNY City College) 

Barranco, Yamilet (CUNY John Jay College) 

Bonifacio, Chris (undecided) 

Bowers, Judah (CUNY NYCIT) 

Bright, Unitus (CUNY NYCT) 

Budnie, Chandanee (Hofstra University) 

Burkett, Naomi (Undecided) 

Burrus, Jazmine (CUNY BMCC) 

Chan, Hoi Chon (SUNY University at Buffalo) 

Chen, Kevin (St. John’s University) 

Chen, Owen (SUNY Stony Brook University) 

Chen, Yi (CUNY John Jay College) 

Chen, Yi (SUNY University at Buffalo) 

Chu, Tony (CUNY LaGuardia Comm. College) 

Cid, Milinda (CUNY LaGuardia Comm. College) 

Collazo, Gregory (CUNY Queensborough Comm. College) 

DayMoore, Rodshawn (CUNY LaGuardia Comm. College) 

Dennis, Damell (Undecided) 

Diaz, Denise (CUNY John Jay College) 

Diaz, Joshua (CUNY BMCC) 

Fernandez, Edward (CUNY Baruch College) 

Figueroa, Malachi (Temple University) 

Gomez, Ashley (CUNY Queens College) 

Guillon Santana, Wilmarie (CUNY College of Staten Island) 

Hanif, Rafeena (NYIT) 

Harley, Tyreik (CUNY NYCT) 

Harrison, Asia (CUNY BMCC) 

Hills, Isa (SUNY Canton) 

Huang, Jiahao (CUNY Baruch College) 

Jiang, Dian Yuan (CUNY Baruch College) 

Jimenez, Jalyssa (Undecided) 

Jimenez, Emily (Undecided) 

Jin, Wei (CUNY NYCT) 

Li, QiWei (William) (SUNY at Geneseo)  

Liu, Changchen (Undecided) 

Lopez, Jacklyn (CUNY NYCT) 

Lou, Zijing (CUNY City College) 

Manigault, Devin (CUNY BMCC) 

Menchaca, Aleida (Mercy College) 

Minaya, Andrew (CUNY BMCC) 

Mitchell, Jamari (Undecided) 

Modeste, Brandon (Albright College) 

Pena, Karina (CUNY John Jay) 

Placido, Anthony (CUNY NYCT) 

Rivera, Roy (CUNY John Jay College) 

Rodriguez, Hector  

Sankara, Lalla (Adelphi University) 

Searles, Melchezideck (CUNY City College) 

Sharp, Leondra (CUNY BMCC) 

Silva, Nadia (CUNY LaGuardia Comm. College) 

Sledge, Kenasia (Undecided) 

Sookram, Surendra (Undecided) 

Steele, Faraya (CUNY BMCC) 

Tufino, Leslie (CUNY Baruch College) 

Wang, Tian Lei (CUNY John Jay College) 

Wu. YeLong (CUNY City College) 

Xu, Jeffrey (CUNY NYCT) 

Youmans, Dekai (SUNY Finger Lakes College) 

Zheng, Jeffrey (CUNY Baruch College) 

Zheng, Jason (CUNY BMCC) 

 

Congratulations to the Class of 2017! 
Below is a list of this year’s UNHS graduates of 2017. We are so proud of our seniors and wish them the best of 

luck next year in college and so on!  



Hospitality & Tourism Class Visits Millenium Hilton 
Written by Kim Lallman 

As part of our Hospitality and Tourism curriculum, our 

students had the opportunity to see first-hand how a hotel 

operates. Ms. Constantinou took 10 students to a career 

workshop as part of Hilton’s National High School       

Education program in hospitality. The event was hosted 

by the director of Human Resources, Paul Gustely, at the 

Millenium Hilton. The students were given a behind-the-

scenes tour of how the hotel works and learned how it   

operates from an employee’s prospective.  

The students were then hosted by the various heads of 

departments to educate students on their roles and their 

team's responsibilities at the hotel and across the industry. 

They also discussed the career paths they took before en-

tering the industry and how they got to where they are today. Some even went to school for different careers such 

as nursing, but a job opportunity at the hotel turned into a career change that they love. Most importantly, this 

showed students great team-building skills and techniques through activities and discussions. It was a great oppor-

tunity for our students to see a different perspective in the work force. Thank you Millenium Hilton for allowing 

us to experience this excellent opportunity.  

Students Rasheed Reid, Skylyn Medina, Grisell Garcia, An-

yah Smith, AnnJaline Chander, Jaden Rodriguez, Talese 

Wynn, Kimberly Sosa, Nandini Williams, Shanice Keitt, 

along with Ms. Constantinou and HR Director Paul Gustely 

in front of the Millenium Hilton. 

Students participate in a team-building 

exercise during the workshop.  

During the workshop discussion, 

students from UNHS listen intently 

to the HR director, Paul Gustely. 
Students participating in another team- 

building activity involving spaghetti noodles 

and marshmallows.  



School News 

UNHS Celebrates Pride Week 

Written by Ashley Gomez 

If you have not noticed, our school’s halls have been graced 

with some rather colorful posters celebrating UNHS’s very first 

Pride Week! The SAGA club, with advisors Mr. Whitman and 

Mr. Pagan, have created a fun-filled week to raise awareness 

and celebrate the LGBTQ Community. All week you can visit 

either Mr. Pagan’s room (509) or Mr. Whitman’s room (407) to 

receive a rainbow button to support LGBTQ. There will be a 

PRIDE banner located in the lunchroom to sign throughout the 

week, along with a photo booth in the lobby! Also, throughout 

the week there will be activities and workshops provided by the 

SAGA club. Students can look forward to Ally Training during 

their English classes on Monday, June 5. Tuesday, you can hang 

out after school in the library for a screening of the Oscar win-

ning film Moonlight; snacks will be provided. Wednesday, stu-

dents and teachers can look forward to a Vogue Workshop lo-

cated in the dance room after school (2:45PM). And finally, students can join in on Tie-Dye Friday! Show your 

pride with your tie-dye shirts and rainbow pins to end the week. After school. there will be a trip to Teen Night at 

the Brooklyn Museum leaving UNHS at 2:45 from room 407; dinner will be provided! Let’s have a great start to 

our Pride Week!  

UNHS Field Day Monday, June 12th! 
To kick off summer and the last day of classes, UNHS will be  

holding its annual Field Day starting 5th period. This year’s field 

day will include new additions such as face painting and a dance 

battle during half-time of the annual basketball tournament.  

Students should also spread their class pride by wearing the colors 

that represent your grade on June 12th. Here is the list below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We look forward to seeing everybody there!  

Look out for the LBGTQ posters around the halls 

for more information about Pride Week at UNHS 

GRADE COLOR 

9TH GRADE PURPLE 

10TH GRADE RED 

11TH GRADE BLUE 

12TH GRADE GREEN 



Fires Ablaze at Local Synagogue 
Written by Kimberly Garcia 

On Sunday, May 14th at around 7:00 P.M., flames ripped 

through the historic synagogue, Beth Hamedrash Hagodol. 

The 167-year-old synagogue had been a staple of the  

Lower East Side for centuries but was uninhabited since its 

closing in 2007. What is left of the synagogue resides be-

tween Norfolk and Broome St. and has been the center of 

attention since the fire. It was rumored that the cause of the 

fire was arson. Police interviewed several teens, who point-

ed to the 14-year-old child who actually started the blaze 

and was arrested with an arson charge. The child’s name 

has not been released because they are a minor according 

to the NYPD. Many are saddened by this act of arson, 

claiming that they are losing more and more of “old New 

York” (CBS News). With the Lower East Side shifting to accommodate the new generation entering the LES, 

many are wondering what will happen to “their” New York. No news has been made as to what this synagogue 

will become after its remains are demolished. We only hope that it keeps true to the Lower East Side and thankful-

ly, no one was injured during this event.    

Photo of Beth Hamedrash Hagodol synagogue around 

7PM. Image provided by New York Daily News 

Community News 

UNHS Press Study Tips! 

With Regents week around the corner (starting June 13th), the team decided to compile our best study tips that we 

use during exam week.  

1. Drink plenty of water before you take a test. Dehydration can affect your concentration! 

2. Always eat before you take a test! Those whale noises your stomach makes in a 

quiet room will surely distract you.  

3. Get plenty of sleep the night before… Cramming for a test at 3 A.M. worsens 

your chances of passing than if you just went to sleep.  

4. Re-read the questions — sometimes we assume what the question is asking with-

out really reading what is being asked of us.  

5. ALWAYS READ THE DIRECTIONS! There are always guidelines to help you 

pass! 

6. If you need to write an essay or DBQ, always look over what you wrote — 

you’ll find some careless errors! 

7. Take a deep breath when you’re feeling overwhelmed. This test does not define you and you just need to do 

your best!  

With all that being said, good luck to everyone during Regents week!  

May the odds be ever in your favor!   



It’s Almost Summer… NYC Bucket List 
Written by Jennifer Risa 
 

June has quickly approached and in a few weeks school will be over! We are fortunate enough to live in a city that 

offers a lot of activities during the summer time. Here is our Top 5 bucket list activities and events to check out 

during our summer break.  

 

Number 5: See a free concert (or two) 

NYC is known for its free concerts throughout the summer. One of the 

most popular is Central Park’s SummerStage that ranges from Hip-Hop 

to Indie Rock performances throughout the summer. Visit 

http://www.cityparksfoundation.org/summerstage/ for the full list and  

locations of the performances.  

 

 

 

Number 4: Eat a Nathan’s corndog and ride the Cyclone at   

Coney Island 
The summer sun, the fresh-squeezed lemonade, the sheer screaming of 

death… yes we’re talking about plunging down the iconic wooden roller-

coaster, the Cyclone. Take the F train down to Coney Island for NYC’s larg-

est amusement park. We recommend eating off the boardwalk if you don’t 

want to wait on the long tourist lines! 

 

Number 3: Watch a movie under the stars 
Whether its sci-fi or a romantic comedy, NYC Parks offers free outdoor movies throughout the summer. Bring a 

beach chair or blanket with some snacks and you have yourself a night to remember. Visit 

https://www.nycgovparks.org/events/free summer movies for the listings of movies, dates, times, and locations. 

 

 

Number 2: Get all the Instagram likes at Smorgasburg in Brooklyn 
Every Saturday (Williamsburg) and Sunday (Prospect Park) come down to Smorgasburg 

and devour all the hip and unique foods and drinks these 100 vendors have to offer. We 

highly suggest getting juice from John’s Juice and a killer churro ice cream sandwich from 

Dulcinea Churros.  

 

 

 

 

Number 1: Waterslide down Lafayette Street for  

Summer Streets NYC  
Thrill seekers and water ride goers alike will be excited to slide down 

Lafayette Street (and Park Ave.) on August 5, 12, and 19 from 7 A.M. 

to 1 P.M. If you’re not into waterslides, that’s okay! Summer Street 

will also be offering rock climbing, fitness classes, and walking tours 

of famous NYC parks. The event stretches from Lafayette/ Chambers 

Streets to 72nd Street/Central Park.  

 

The team at UNHS Press hopes you have a fun and safe Summer 

of 2017! 

Entertainment  



College Corner 

We would like to thank Mr. Whitman and Ms. 

Corona for leading our juniors through the 

process of writing their college application es-

says in their College Writing class. Juniors 

have written three drafts of these essays to 

perfect them and can now walk into their  

senior year without the added stress of writing 

them. Congratulations to the juniors for com-

pleting this first step in the college application 

process!  

PTA and School Leadership Team  

Update 
 

With only one more Saturday to go before the end of the marking period, the SLT and PTA strongly urge par-

ents to encourage their children to make up any work or redo assignments to get a higher grade at Saturday 

Academy. Students who are taking Regents exams can also get last-minute tips and practice before the exams.   

Regents exams begin on June 13.  Each student has received an exam invitation with all of the exams (s)he is 

scheduled to take; the time and date of each exam is listed in our UNHS Calendar of events on the last page of 

this newsletter.   

On Tuesday, June 12 starting at 11:30 A.M., UNHS will hold its annual UNHS Field Day. We welcome parents 

and families to this event! There will be fun games, dancing, face painting, and lots of other activities to cele-

brate the end of another year together.  

Graduation is approaching! We have moved to a larger venue for this ceremony. It will take place at 9:00 A.M. 

at NYU’s Skirball Center for the Performing Arts, located at 566 LaGuardia Place. This is at the corner of 

LaGuardia Place and Washington Square South. Graduating seniors will be receiving tickets shortly!566 

LaGuardia Place. This is at the corner of LaGuardia Place and Washington Square South. The ceremony now 

begins at 9:00 A.M.566 LaGuardia Place. This is at the corner of LaGuardia Place and Washington Square 

South. 566 LaGuardia Place. This is at the corner of LaGuardia Place and Washington Square South. 

Please join us at our next SLT and PTA meetings, taking place on Wednesday, June 14. The SLT meeting is 

open to the public and takes place from 4-5:00 P.M., followed by the PTA meeting from 5-6:30 P.M. In the 

meantime, be sure to check out the UNHS Calendar of Events on the last page of this newsletter! 

Parent News 

One More Saturday Before the Regents! 

Regents Week is quickly approaching!  
 

June 10th is the last Saturday Academy  

before exams.  

 

Students can come to the school from 8:30 

A.M. to 12:30 P.M. (pizza lunch provided!) 

for extra help, practice, and test tips.   

 

Stressing and panicking don’t lead to better 

grades on these exams… PREPARATION 

does! 

The PTA and SLT would like to thank all of the parents who have supported UNHS this year by attend-

ing parent-teacher conferences, school events such as shows and our Unity Luncheon, and attended the 

parent workshops we have offered.  For parents of graduating seniors, congratulations! It is through 

your encouragement of your children that they persevered and made it to this day!  



Monthly Horoscopes 
Aquarius (Jan 20- Feb 19):  A lot of fun activities are going on around you today, so if you're feeling bored at any point in the day, that's your own 

fault! You can't wait for an engraved invitation before you join in the fun -- you have to get involved on your own!  

Pisces ( Feb. 20-Mar. 20) :  Common language will sound like poetry for you today, because the universe is sending you an extra large dose of aes-

thetic energy. What others hear as typical newscasts, televised chatter or just noisy small talk, you hear as beautiful words and wonderful 

sounds.  

Aries (Mar. 21-Apr.20):  Just because you don't share all of someone's values doesn't mean that you and this new person in your life are completely 

incompatible. So if you've been thinking about getting closer to them, don't let their surprising positions on controversial matters stop you.   

Taurus (Apr. 21- May 21):  You're feeling good -- and eager to push yourself a little bit harder -- but be careful. Your ambition could start outpac-

ing your capabilities, and if you push yourself too hard, you may get a nasty surprise.  

Gemini (May 22- Jun. 21):  Today you won't be content to live life on the surface -- you will need to understand the world around you in a deeper 

way than ever before. Search for the reasons people do things the way they do them, and you will comprehend more about your own life.  

Cancer (Jun.22-Jul.23): You don't need an excuse to socialize with your favorite people -- and you certainly don't need a culinary degree! To keep 

the party simple -- and therefore increase your chances of actually doing it -- skip the fancy stuff and go for a more casual approach.  

Leo (July 23 - August 22): Somewhere along the line, you may have confused being stubborn with being right. Today the stars are urging you to 

reconsider your firmly held stance on something, because you are not on the right side of the issue. 

Virgo (August 23 - September22): No matter what the weather might be like outside today, you may find yourself feeling shrouded by clouds. Your 

moodiness or blue feelings aren't anything to be worried about, though.  

Libra (September 23 - October 22):  Don't think twice when you're offered an invitation to join a group of people you don't normally socialize with. 

There are no hidden agendas to worry about. The truth is simple: Someone thinks you would be a good addition to the group, and you 

should be flattered!  

Scorpio (October 23 - November 21): If they see any errors, don't be defensive -- just fix what needs to be fixed and be grateful you caught it in 

time. It won't take very much of your time to double-check your to-do list, and it might even pay to have someone else look it over for you 

just in case.  

Sagittarius (November 22 - December 21): You might be asked to move a few things around today to oblige people who have more influence in 

the world than you do. Smile and nod, and you will be handsomely rewarded for your graciousness and flexibility.   

Capricorn (December 22— January 19):  You've recently made some amazing headway toward repairing a major problem in your life, but you're 

not quite out of the woods yet. Be careful not to light the candles on your celebratory cake too soon -- if you do, you will definitely get 

burned.  

Want more UNHS swag? 

Get custom Panthers gear at the official UNHS online spirit store! Purchase hoodies, hats, bags, T-shirts, sweats, 

and more!  Visit: www.unhsgear.com.   

Fun Page 

Please see next page for our end-of-year calendar. 

Sudoku Puzzle 

The objec-
tive is to fill 

a 9×9 grid 

with digits 

so that each 

column, each 

row, and 
each of the 

nine 3×3 

sub-grids 
that compose 

the grid 

contains all 
of the digits 

from 1 to 9. 

The puzzle 
setter pro-

vides a par-

tially com-
pleted grid, 

which for a 

well-posed 

puzzle has a 

unique  

solution.  

Word Search 



 

UNHS CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 

  
  

JUNE 
  
 
 

June 6:  Trip to Federal Reserve Bank for Ms. Kowalsky’s 3rd period class (23 freshmen), 11:30-2:00 

  

June 7: Senior prom 

  

June 8:  Chancellor’s Conference Day (no students in attendance); Six Flags incentive trip for students with 90% 

attendance and passing all classes 

 

June 9:   After-school trip to Brooklyn Museum for LGBTQ Teen Night 

 

June 12: End of 6th marking period; UNHS Field Day 

 

June 13: U.S. History Regents, 9:15 A.M.; Algebra I Common Core Regents, 1:15 P.M. 

 

June 14:  English Regents exam, 9:15 A.M.; Living Environment Regents, 1:15 P.M. 

 

June 15:  Global History Regents, 9:15 A.M.; Earth Science Regents, 1:15 P.M. 

 

June 16:  Geometry Common Core Regents, 9:15 A.M.; Algebra II Common Core Regents, 1:15 P.M. 

 

June 19:  LOTE exams, 1:15 P.M. 

 

June 20:  Chemistry Regents, 9:15 A.M. 

  
June 23: Regents rating day (no students in attendance) 

   

June 26: Eid al-Fitr (school closed) 

  

June 27: Graduation ceremony at NYU, 9:00 A.M.  

  

June 28: Students pick up report cards at 9:00 A.M.  
  


